
  SEPTEMBER  

Friday 20th 

• Sports Team Colours 

Day 

• Last Day of Term 3, 

2:30pm finish 

 

OCTOBER  

Monday 7th 

• First Day of Term 4 

Thursday 17th 

• School Sports Day 

 

Our Commitment to Child Safety 
Warragul & District Specialist School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the primary focus of our care and decision-making. Warragul & District 
Specialist School has zero tolerance for child abuse. 

Warragul & District Specialist School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that 
affect their lives. Particular attention will be paid to the safety of children with a disability as well the cultural safety of Aboriginal children and children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse 
backgrounds. 

Every person involved in Warragul & District Specialist School has a responsibility to understand the important and specific role he/she plays individually and collectively to ensure that the 
wellbeing and safety of all children and young people is at the forefront of all they do and every decision they make. 

Hi all 

Well we have finally got to the last week of Term 3! Here’s hoping 

the weather improves for the school holidays.  

Unfortunately the WDSS School Sports have had to be postponed 

for Wednesday due to a very soggy oval BUT the good news is we 

have a new date: THURSDAY 17th OCTOBER. Please put that date 

on your calendars now so we can have families supporting 

students on the day. It will be wonderful to return to our whole 

school sport day after a break.  

The Drama group did a fabulous performance last Tuesday under 

the direction of Michelle Theunissen- Scott from BE Performing Arts. 

Students sang, danced and acted superbly in front of an 

audience. This program is funded by our Senior grant from Dept of 

Youth. Middle and senior students are able to access this elective 

program. 

It’s wonderful to see the new build slowly taking shape with bricks 

being laid and windows added. Some staff have had a sneak 

peek and the space sounds amazing. We just now all need to be 

patient until Easter 2025……… 

We often have returning students coming to visit and last week we 

had Ben Roeder and Riley Fleming from a number of years ago. 

Ben is 25 now! He is as happy and cheeky as ever 

and remembered staff and even how old they are 

now! 

Have a safe and relaxing holiday everyone and look 

forward to seeing everyone back for Term 4. A 

reminder that Term 4 is a hat term too! 
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Participation in Smile Squad Evaluation 

Help shape the future of Smile Squad 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

As you might be aware, we have had the School Dental Program - ‘Smile Squad’ – 

attend our school to give the students information on good dental health, undertake 

dental examinations and, where required, organise follow-up treatment. While the 

program is voluntary, many of you consented for your child/children to participate in 

the Smile Squad program.  

To better understand the delivery of the Smile Squad program including benefits and 

challenges, an independent firm (Abt Global) has been engaged to evaluate the 

program. This is your opportunity to provide feedback on your experience of the 

program. If you didn’t consent for your child/children to participate in Smile Squad, 

they are also keen to hear from you about why you chose not to participate.  

Abt are particularly interested in hearing from the parents and carers of children at 

specialist schools about whether Smile Squad works for their children, and to ensure 

that your opinions and experiences can form part of learning what improvements 

could be made to the program 

To participate in the evaluation, you can complete a confidential 5–10-minute survey. 

The survey does not require you to provide any information to the evaluation team 

that identifies you, however the survey does ask what school your child/children 

attend. Here is the link to the survey: 

 

 

 

 

We encourage you to participate in this short survey and provide valuable feedback 

on Smile Squad. If you would like to provide more detailed feedback to the evaluation 

team, please contact Eleanor at smilesquad_eval@abtglobal.com . 

 

 

Click to compete Survey 

mailto:smilesquad_eval@abtglobal.com
https://abtassoc.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_7TJHg7EoCYGBjQa


 



Willow enjoyed cooking today and 
made the most delicious 

cupcakes!   

Lottie had a wonderful day on Thursday. She enjoyed doing actions to the animal song, pretending 
Koala is sleeping. Went to the garden to help with watering and then out to the basketball court for 

some bike riding.  

Riley wrote a great piece about the recent 

storms and power outages! 

Ben having fun on his 16th birthday.   

Haven playing football at Geoff 

Watt track.  

At lunch play, this lovely group formed at the picnic table. They chatted amongst 
themselves, playing games like 'truth or dare' and 'two truths and a lie'. They did 

this with minimal staff facilitation. Great playing, everyone!  



Swirling Art with shaving cream!  Our ILS 

group had fun with a sensory art project last 

week.  



SENIOR Gardening Update! 

We have been very busy here in seniors completing many projects! 

Our VERY first photography competition was a wonderful success. Thank you to 

everyone who participated and voted. Students each took and selected their photo 

with the theme of ‘A Day in the Senior Gardening Program’. They were given the 

prompt to photograph whatever they came across in the garden. 

Congratulations to Maegan and Indianna for their JOINT first prize WIN!  

Our Container Deposit Scheme has been going really well. Each fortnight we clear out 

any containers from around the school and visit a  depot to make deposits. Last week 

we went to the local Droun depot! The students all really enjoy this experience and 

have such a great routine established. We have had some wonderful support from 

families donating containers to the school. Thank you and keep them coming! 

We have also been attending a local community garden here in Warragul. Each 

fortnight we clear the weeds from our plot and check on all the flowers SPRINGING up! 

We have planted tulips, daffodils, paper daisies and a variety of other flowers to make 

some great bouquets with later in the year! 

We have started some wonderful Landcare here at Warragul: clearing some large 

sticks and plant debris for the banks of the school and also clearing and re-filling the 

sandpits! This is on top of our weekly activities in the school garden – clearing and 

turning compost, planting seedlings and clearing weeds! Great work team.  

• Jess 

Maegan’s Prize Winning Shot: 

Wet Lemons  

Indianna’s Prize 

Winning Shot: Let’s 

Bee Friends  

Alex clears the 

compost bays! 

Muscle power!  

Leah clears 

some dried logs 

from the bank.  

PTO For more photos….. 



Ben waters 

the flower 

seedlings at 

the 

community 

garden.  

Alex and 

Seth deposit 

containers at 

the Drouin 

Depot.  

Dean watches the action 

after climbing a VERY 

steep hill! 

Kye helps with 

clearing broken 

branches.  
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